
There has been significant research and practical experience which 
supports the use of Cued Speech (CS) with children who are deaf 
or hard of hearing (D/HH). Less research has been done related to 
children with disabilities other than deafness; however, there are 
science-based rationales for the use of CS with a range of disabilities 
affecting language and communication. The most obvious condition 
other than deafness would be auditory processing disorder (APD), 
which, in more severe cases, may present as a form of functional 
(rather than structural) deafness. While it is most important for 
D/HH children with disabilities, CS may enhance language, 
communication, and literacy skills for children with a range of 
disabilities regardless of the child’s hearing status. This presentation 
will focus on the use of CS with children with disabilities other than 
deafness, such as primary language disorders, learning disabilities, 
Intellectual Disabilities, Autism Spectrum Disorder, APD, and other 
disabilities affecting language functioning and communication.  
This presentation will briefly review the rationale for use with these 
populations and research which supports these rationales.

Participants will be able to:   
•	 List four conditions other than deafness for which Cued Speech 

may enhance communication.
•	 Explain why Cued Speech may benefit children with auditory 

processing disorders;
•	 Explain how Cued Speech may enhance reading skill 

development in children with language or learning disabilities;
•	 Provide two reasons why Cued Speech may support language 

development in children with autism spectrum disorder.

Donna Morere, Ph.D. has been involved in 
research and services with deaf and hard of 
hearing individuals for over three decades. 
She was a faculty member in the Clinical 
Psychology Program at Gallaudet from 
August, 1990 until her retirement in December 
of 2020. Dr. Morere has offered Clinical 
Neuropsychology services to individuals 
who are deaf or hard of hearing using signs, 
Cued Speech, and oral communication with 
a focus on children with complex special 
needs, primarily those affecting language 
development. Dr. Morere has presented 
workshops at professional meetings, 
outreach conferences, and schools on Cued 
Speech, neuropsychological assessment of 
deaf individuals, reading skill development 
of deaf children, and the assessment and 
management of deaf children with additional 
disabilities.
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